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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 1/28/06 has been entered. 

.Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/31/06. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made, 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klopfenstein 

(20030051247) in view of in view of Wang et al. (US 20020188947) hereafter Wang; 



Regarding claim 1, Klopfenstein discloses: a control system comprising a control 
apparatus and an information processing apparatus (paragraph 0029, Klopfenstein), wherein the 
control apparatus comprises receiving(106, fig. 1) means for receiving electronic program 
guide information (paragraph 0018, Klopfenstein) transmitted from the information processing 
apparatus(112, fig. 1); 

storage means for storing the electronic program guide information received by the 
receiving means (stores the received information in a memory, paragraph 0018, Klopfenstein); 

acquisition means for, on the basis of the electronic program guide information stored in 
the storage means (220, fig. 2), acquiring supplemental information (genre of program) which is 
associated with a program processed by the information processing apparatus and which 
indicates a feature of the program (paragraph 0024, Klopfenstein) ; 

the information processing apparatus comprises transmission means for transmitting the 
electronic program guide information to the control apparatus (paragraphs 0016-0018, 
Klopfenstein); 
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However, Klopfenstein didn't disclose: calculation means for calculating an occurrence 
count of each item in the supplemental information as a function of a weighting factor of each 
item, wherein the weighting factor is dependent upon a timing of user actions, selecting means 
for selecting a particular program on the basis of the supplemental information and the 
occurrence count of each item in the supplemental information and control means for controlling 
the information processing apparatus so as to record or play back the program selected by the 
selection means, and the information processing apparatus comprises transmission means for 
transmitting the electronic program guide information to the control apparatus; and 
record/playback means for recording or playing back the program under the control of the 
control apparatus. On the other hand, Wang discloses: calculation means for calculating an 
occurrence count of each item in the supplemental information as a function of a weighting 
factor of each item (paragraphs 0065-0081, Wang) wherein the weighting factor is dependent 
upon a timing of user actions (0082, 0084, Wang), selecting means for selecting a particular 
program on the basis of the supplemental information and the occurrence count of each item in 
the supplemental information (0085-0086, Wang) and control means for controlling the 
information processing apparatus so as to record or play back the program selected by the 
selection means (paragraph 0087, Wang), and record/playback means for recording or playing 
back the program under the control of the control apparatus (0087, Wang). Thus, at the time 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include 
calculation means for calculating an occurrence count of each item in the supplemental 
information as a function of a weighting factor of each item, selecting means for selecting a 
particular program on the basis of the supplemental information and the occurrence count of each 
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item in the supplemental information controlling record/playback program in the system as 
taught by Wang, in the system of Klopfenstein. The motivation being to proved a program 
combined with the viewing habits data in that user's profile, the viewing habits data in the user 
weight counters in a user profile at the completion of each time period the user watches a 
program having those characteristic. 

Regarding claims 2, 3, 6-8, all the limitations of these claims have been 
noted in the rejection of claim 1 above. Therefore, they are rejected as above. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4, 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims: 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of record 
failed to disclose: make obvious, or otherwise suggest a control apparatus comprising 
management means for managing the occurrence count of each item in the supplemental 
information, wherein the selection means selects program regarded by the management means 
as having a high occurrence count as recited in claim 4. 

The dependent claim 5, being further limiting to the independent claim 4 definite 
and fully enable by the specification are also allowed. 

Claims 9-23 are allowed in light of the applicant arguments and in light of the 
prior art made of record. 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record failed to disclose: make obvious, or otherwise suggest A control apparatus for 
controlling an information processing apparatus, comprising: selection means for allowing a 
specific user, with identification, to select from a list of commands, particular process and from a 
list of occurrences, a timing of performing the particular process wherein the identification 
information includes a weighting factor which is dependent upon a timing of user actions as 
recited in claims 9, 14, 15, 16. 

The prior art of record failed to disclose: make obvious, or otherwise suggest 
control apparatus, a method and a computer readable storage medium and a program executed by 
a computer for controlling an information processing apparatus, comprising: presentation means 
for presenting information to a user to prompt a user to select whether the same process as the 
process described in the operation history stored in the storage means is performed by the 
information processing apparatus when the timing condition described in the operation history is 
met, wherein the operation stored in the operation history is dependent on a weighting factor 
which is dependent on a timing of user actions as recited in claims 17 , 21, 22 and 23. 

The dependent claims 10-12, 18-20, being further limiting to the independent 
claims 9 and 17 definite and fully enable by the specification are also allowed. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Cindy Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-4025. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gaffin Jeffrey can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 for regular communications and 703-872-9306 
for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 





Cindy Nguyen 
January 6, 2007 




